
Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni, Clark, Graham, Hyde, Davis, Webb, Fussell, Holt, Yarborough, Johnson, Bishop, Ray, Joost, Redman, Corrigan, Shad & Gaffney at the request of the Mayor:

ORDINANCE 2009-615
AN ORDINANCE HONORING AND MEMORIALIZING THE HONORABLE STATE SENATOR JAMES E. “JIM” KING; RENAMING SISTER’S CREEK MARINA BOAT RAMP LOCATED AT 8203 HECKSCHER DRIVE IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 11, TO “JIM KING PARK AND BOAT RAMP AT SISTER’S CREEK”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, State Senator James E. “Jim” King served for 12 years in the Florida House of Representatives, holding key leadership positions as House Majority Leader and Chairman of the House General Appropriations Committee and Fiscal Responsibility Council; and

WHEREAS, Senator Jim King served with distinction in the State Senate from 1999 through 2009 serving as the Majority Leader of the Florida Senate from 2000-2002, and as President of the Senate from 2002 through 2004; and 
WHEREAS, Senator Jim King achieved an outstanding record of success during his tenure in the Legislature; with a “tell it like it is” attitude that won him numerous accolades by constituents, lobbyists, and fellow politicians; and
WHEREAS, among Senator Jim King’s numerous achievements was the passage of Florida’s Life Prolonging Procedures Act known as the “Death with Dignity Legislation” which established procedures for one to make a living will to ensure that a person’s final wishes are honored and for choosing a surrogate to make the decisions for you, if necessary; and
WHEREAS, Senator Jim King was a champion for small business issues and has received a multitude of awards including: “Guardian of Small Business” from the National Federation of Independent Businesses, “Legislator of the Year” from the Jacksonville Association of Realtors and Duval Teachers United, and Mayo Clinic’s Health Care Leadership Award for stressing the importance of cancer research; and
WHEREAS, Senator Jim King earned two Bachelor’s Degrees and a Master’s of Business Administration Degree, from Florida State University, an institution he loved and supported throughout his life; and

WHEREAS, Senator Jim King passed away on July 26, 2009, succumbing to the very disease for which he so nobly sought to find cures; and left behind a family, community, and state that loved and respected him; and
WHEREAS, Sisters Creek Marina Boat Ramp located at 8203 Heckscher Drive in Council District 11 is the site of a former commercial marina, acquired by the City in 1997; and

WHEREAS, Sisters Creek Marina Boat Ramp was developed through a series of FRDAP and FIND grants, with the legislative assistance of Senator Jim King; and is the site of the annual Greater Jacksonville Kingfish Tournament, where Senator Jim King was a fixture and emceed the tournament for more than 25 years; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that changing the name of Sisters Creek Marina Boat Ramp to Jim King Park and Boat Ramp at Sister’s Creek will provide recognition to Senator Jim King for his years of outstanding public service, in a manner that he would have appreciated; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Senator Jim King Honored and Remembered; Sisters Creek Marina Boat Ramp Renamed.
  The City of Jacksonville does hereby honor and remember the Honorable James E. “Jim” King for his many years of service to the citizens of Jacksonville, North Florida, and the State of Florida, and for his devotion to public service and public causes.  In recognition thereof, Sisters Creek Marina Boat Ramp, located at 8203 Heckscher Drive in Council District 11, Jacksonville, Florida, is hereby named the “Jim King Park and Boat Ramp at Sister’s Creek.” 
Section 2.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:


/s/
Steven E. Rohan





Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Steven E. Rohan
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